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Hurry for Christmas 


Have you mailed us that list of 
alert, progressive-minded friends or 
relatives whom you want to receive 
Between the Lines for a year as a 
Christmas gift from you? Remem- 
ber—you send in the names with a 
dollar for each, and we send to each 
person a Christmas card as an an- 
nouncement of your gift. You will 
save yourself some difficult Christmas 
shopping, and you will be helping a 
friend become a better-informed, more 
able Christian. 

We are counting on every reader. 
You still have a month, but mails are 
uncertain. Better hurry, hurry, hurry! 











Vacation 


Although this item is now somewhat out 
of season, we should like to tell of the happy 
experiment in interracial friendship which 
was worked out between church members in 
Vermont and seventy-seven Harlem children 
of the nine to twelve years old group. In 
true Christian spirit, the people of Johnson, 
Vermont, and vicinity and the workers at 
the Harlem Abyssinian Baptist Church in 
New York, arranged for the Negro boys 
and girls to be given a two weeks vaaction 
in the country in white homes. The Con- 
gregational minister of Johnson, A. Ritchie 
Low, suggested the plan and the Abyssinian 
Church selected the children, paid their car- 
fare and, where necessary, bought them new 
clothes. Incidently, half of the children 
selected had no connection with the church. 

Just this one endeavor to get the little 
folks out of overcrowded Harlem during 
New York’s steamy summer proves that 
numerous ways of establishing mutual ac- 
quaintance, understanding and helpfulness 
do exist in spite of the barriers of habit 
and prejudice. 

And the experiment was a_ success. 
Neither the colored children nor the children 
of their white hosts evidenced the slightest 
tinge of race prejudice. Regardless of skin 
pigmentation, the children got along fine, 
swapping toys, playing games, sharing play- 
ground equipment, running races and swim- 
ming together. Some of the Harlem young- 
sters visited farm families and pitched into 
small farm chores with a will. The adults 
also benefitted from the vacation project: 
many of them were surprised to learn how 
little difference there was between their 


(Continued on next page) 


decisions. 


THE GREATEST DANGER OF our day is man’s blind confidence in human 
leadership. The modern trend is to shrug off personal responsibility and hail a leader 
who promises to “see us through.” It began in Munich and Nuremberg in 1931 and 
1932, and the trend will probably not end until, in the shambles of a shattered civiliza- 
tion, humanity will have rediscovered that no man at the top, no matter how fine and 
able his leadership may be, can carry enough moral force to make up for the lack of 
moral force in every other strata of society. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Watch closely the developments of Russia’s dealings with Iran concerning oil. It 
is being given little space in the news, but it should be in the headlines. Here are 
some of the facts that are being suppressed: Britain dominated Iran’s oil until war 
circumstances forced her to share Near East oil with American oil corporations. (Re- 
member the row a year or so ago about our oil being used while Britain hoarded hers?) 
Just as British and American oil corporations got nicely set to split the spoils in Iran, 
Stalin put his finger in the pie. There are more long and anxious conferences going 
on in Washington and London over this than you are allowed to hear about. 


The British and American foreign oil policy has been, briefly, “take their oil and 
give ’em beads—until they get wise.” Lately, it has become necessary to make more 
equitable arrangements. Stalin hasn’t really got going on this matter yet, and eventually 
the problem will stretch clear across Asia where British, Dutch, French, and American 
investments have been exploiting other people’s treasures. Wait until Stalin sets in 
motion his plan suggesting a proposal to develop the resources of these peoples “for 
their own benefit and the mutual interests of our kindred peoples,” (exact wording 
of Soviet propaganda along this line which we have seen). The British have so far 
been able to buy off the despots and princes who rule these areas, but Stalin is going 
directly to the people. 


Labor and Politics 


Now that organized labor’s predominate place in the American political scene has 
been fully recognized, what further developments should we watch for? Between the 
Lines has been keeping its readers informed on this labor-political trend which is now ful- 
filed, and it will be wise to accept the fact that an American president will probably 
never again be elected who has not gained the support of, and possibly bargained with, 
the organized workers of America. To many people that is a distasteful fact, but fact 
we believe it to be. 

Future candidates, especially the next Republican nominee, will have to face this 
basic influence in American political life. The candidate seeking power will also have 
to solve the problem of farm support by a method similar to the one which this ad- 
ministration has been using with at least partial success,—boost farm prosperity by gov- 
ernment-supported prices. Another administration tenet is that well-paid workers eat 
more and can pay high farm prices. This social-economic evolution has definitely taken 
root in America and, no matter how we may feel about it, we better get these trends 
clearly understood in our minds and start thinking constructively about them. High 
taxes at the top, high wages at the bottom, is a fundamental part of this development. 


Labor will soon drive for the “annual wage” principle. The CIO is all set to start 
this important next step in American labor’s progress and the AFL is with them on 
it. Labor argues that management is hired on an annual wage basis as an elementary 
part of the industrial set up, and insists, since the worker is just as much a part of 
business as is management, that workers should not be hired. and fired by the day. This 
point will likely be the center of much labor-industrial strife as soon as the war is 
over. 

Next on organized labor’s agenda is participation in management. This also will be 
bitterly contested, but in some industries the CIO has already quietly put over the idea 
—at least partially. In the coming months and years you will hear much about “Labor- 
Management Boards of Control,” “Labor-Management Advisory Councils,” etc., etc., 
in which labor spokesmen confer with owners and managers in determining all major 
How soon this development will go in effect depends on the length of the 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from middle page) 

Liquor and Crime 

The vast majority of crimes committed by men in uniform occur 
during a state of intoxication, although all mention of this fact is 
usually deleted by the press. The country has been repeatedly shock- 
ed by reports of violent crimes, usually of a sex nature,—rapings, 
strangulation and similar outrages,—on the part of returning service 
men. What would the country think if the truth about these actions 
was told? The boys usually have good character backgrounds, but 
through influences prevailing in our military life lately acquired the 
habit of intemperate drinking. In that condition, after months of 
living in an atmosphere of violence and death, they fall into a cir- 
cumstance where, their instincts confused and debased by war’s 
memories and their minds temporarily unbalanced by alcohol, they 
commit a crime of which they would never have been capable under 
ordinary circumstances. Who is really to blame for such crimes— 
the stunned, stricken lad when he “comes to” in a cell; the broken- 
hearted parents; or the crowd of liquor monopolists who have con- 
nections all the way to the White House steps for securing their 
priorities and who see to it that exposure of their part in such crimes 
never reaches the public? 


India’s Fifteen Year Plan 

Very little has been reported on it yet but Indian leaders, indus- 
trialists and financiers are planning a great fifteen year program to 
“remake India.” It involves doubling agricultural output and multiply- 
ing industrial production by 500 per cent. It includes teaching all 
Indians to read and write in one generation, and many other remark- 
able achievements similar to Russia’s five-year program miracles. 
The plan presupposes Indian freedom, and, what is more significant, 
full cooperation with British finance and industry. This is evidence 


of more of that new liberal progressivism we've been telling you 
about which is developing behind the scenes in London Toryism. 
Maybe London leaders are beginning to realize that, with India’s 
resources and manpower once developed, it won’t be a question of 
Britain’s giving up India but of India’s taking over England! 


Air Over Russia 

What is behind the hush-hush on Russia’s refusal to participate 
in the international air conference at Chicago? Russia’s sky stretches 
to the borders of most of the civilized world; her air frontier touches 
four-fifths of the human race. Russians consider this their strongest 
political and military asset. They don’t care who flies where outside 
this vast air ocean over Russia, and they don’t intend to allow any- 
one to fly over it except under the most severe Moscow controls. 


War in China 

The tug of war over China increases daily. Behind the scenes, 
the struggle is principally between Britain and Russian interests in 
Asia, with the United States trying to follow a direct simple course 
of getting the most help possible out of China to whip Japan as soon 
as possible. Defeating Japan is of a very secondary interest to 
Britain and Russia. The only way to understand the Stilwell episode 
is when it is placed against this background of conflicting and secretly 
manipulated Russian and British interests in Chungking, with Gen- 
eral “Vinegar Joe” not caring much about either but trying to get 
on with the war. 


France and de Gaulle 


The cause of the sudden recognition of de Gaulle by our govern- 
ment, quickly followed by British and Russian actiom, has been 
largely suppressed. The uprisings of the “people’s militia” were be- 
coming an increasing menace to stability in France, but de Gaulle 
had not come out clear-cut against the left-wing elements—at least 
not enough to suit London and Washington. Then foreign corre- 
spondents and State Department representatives began sounding the 
alarm that France was on the verge of a complete popular upheaval 
and that only de Gaulle was in a position to hold it down. Recogni- 
tion came immediately. That de Gaulle is willing to fulfill his part 
of the bargain was made evident by his subsequent decree disarming 
the “patriotic militia,” but diplomatic eyes still watch France 
anxiously. 


Brother Jim Crow Story of the FEPC 
(Part 1) 
Time will show that one of the greatest problems of America’s 
entire history—the Negro’s place in our democracy—is now being 
hammered out on the anvil of experience. We believe that some 


day it will be unmistakably evident that a very important phase in 
the development of this interracial democracy was the organization 
of the Fair Employment Practice Committee. A report written by 
James Rorty and published by the Post-War World Council points 
out that this committee was set up at a time when hundreds of thou- 
sands of Negroes, their anger aroused to dangerous heights, were 
about to stage marches on Washington to demand their rights as 
American citizens. A particularly inflammable situation was the 
refusal of most war plants to employ Negroes. War industry was 
booming, but Negroes were being denied the right to work; they 
were demanding that something be done to give them that right. 
As the Council report states, President Roosevelt did something. In 
fact he did two things that may prove ultimately to be of almost 
Lincolnian fatefulness. He wrote, in Executive Order No. 8802, 
what amounts to a Bill of Economic Rights for Negroes. “There 
shall be no discrimination,” it reads, “in the employment of workers 
in defense industries or in government because of race, creed, color 
or national origin. .. .” 

The second thing the President did was to appoint the Fair Em- 
ployment Practices Committee, empowered to investigate violations of 
Order No. 8802 and to “take appropriate steps to redress grievances.” 


The Work of the FEPC 


The FEPC is both one of the most significant and one of the 
frailest of Mr. Roosevelt’s war-time creations. It has been financed 
by largesse from the President’s Emergency Fund. On July 30, 1942, 
after the successful Birmingham hearings and the resulting pressure 
from southern reactionaries, it was transferred to Paul McNutt’s 
War Manpower Commission. It has been continuously starved for 
funds, and has, therefore, never been able to deal with more than a 
fraction of the violations reported to it. Lacking independent en- 
forcing power, it can only issue “cease and desist” orders and turn 
for their enforcement to other government agencies. Nevertheless, 
the FEPC, aided by the scarcity of war workers, made substantial 
progress. Negro workers have obtained many thousands of jobs, 
directly or indirectly owing to the Committee’s actions. 

The FEPC has held hearings, plant managers have cooperated to 
good effect with the Committee’s representatives, so also have pro- 
gressive trade union executives and business agents. The latter have 
long regarded race discrimination by the unions and by prejudiced 
white workers on the job as the weakest point in the armor of or- 
ganized labor. 

Backed by increasingly vigorous public support, the FEPC has 
cracked open a good many industries hitherto closed to Negroes, 
notably by the young tough aircraft industry. Glenn Martin started 
by saying that he “didn’t have time to pioneer in the difficult job of 
getting black workers into his plants.” But by August, 1942, the 
Glenn Martin plant at Fort Crook, Nebraska, was employing 300 
Negroes, and the company had written its own personnel office that 
discrimination because of race would be considered sufficient cause 
for dismissal. 

One of the recalcitrant firms approached by the FEPC was the 
Heil Company of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which then had just two 
Negroes among its 2,140 employees. Eight months later, there were 
1,440 Negroes in the plant. “The colored people are taking an in- 
terest in their work,” testifies the Heil Company’s works manager, 
“and up to the present time there has been no friction in the plant 
because of their employment.” 

As a matter of fact there rarely is any friction. Dozens of per- 
sonnel directors who said it couldn’t be done have found themselves 
doing it, and the expected black-white trouble has wholly failed to 
materialize. Plant managers have also been obliged to acknowledge 
that the productivity of the Negroes is as good as, or better than, 
that of the whites. Finally, they have discovered that the all-white 
unions, when challenged, have rarely been prepared to make their 
color bar stick in the face of a public opinion increasingly critical 
of anything likely to obstruct the war effort. 

In July, 1941, the Moore Drydock Company of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, employed no Negroes because of the opposition of the metal 
trade unions. A little over a year later, the Moore Company had 
2,000 Negroes on the payroll, without segregation, including Negro 
women employed as electricians and welders. The company has re- 
ported no trouble. Neither has the Western Electric Company, which 
since 1941 has introduced hundreds of Negroes, mostly on skilled 
jobs, into its Kearny, New Jersey, plant. In Baltimore, Maryland, 
the same company broke all local precedents by employing many 
Negro women—this with no facilities for segregation in either wash 
rooms or eating places. 


(To be continued in an early issue) 





